This fall, Georgia State Law will open the Olmstead Disability Rights Clinic in partnership with Atlanta Legal Aid Society's Disability Integration Project. Talley Wells, who has worked for Atlanta Legal Aid Society since 2000, and was named director of the Disability Integration Project in 2008, will direct and teach the yearlong off-site clinic.
The clinic will focus on advocacy arising out of the landmark case Olmstead v. L.C., in which the U.S. Supreme Cour t recognized the right of individuals with disabilities to live in a community setting, rather than an institution, if such a placement is medically team appropriate and can be reasonably accommodated.
Participating students will represent clients to help them obtain the assistance they need to live at home. Representation may include advocacy in administrative hearings, educational matters, speaking with state agencies or assisting with larger federal litigation.
The clinic will also serve as an avenue to increase awareness about the lives of those with disabilities in the community and to educate the public about the importance of Olmstead. Students will work in teams to research legal issues that impacts children/young adults with disabilities and conduct community education forums about these issues.
"One of my passions is to tell the nation about this critical decision because it is transforming the country from a 19th-century system based on institutions and separating people with disabilities to a 21st-century opportunity for people with disabilities to be full parts of the community, " Wells said.
Implementation of the 1999 Olmstead ruling has been slow-moving. It required a U.S. Department of Justice complaint in 2010 against Georgia for true reform to begin, Wells said.
As a result of U.S. v Georgia, thousands of home and community-based waivers were created to transition hospital and nursing home residents back into the community.
"That decision has been the backbone of change in Georgia," Wells said. "I feel like we have finally begun to make large steps in a 150-year-old problem of institutionalizing people with disabilities, but we have miles to go."
Wells said there is a huge amount of excitement surrounding the opening of this clinic, and the work it does will have a positive impact on the community.
"I think Georgia State Law is making an impact in Atlanta and in Georgia, and I'm excited about working with the law school and advancing its relationship with Atlanta Legal Aid Society," he said.
Director's Message
This fall brings many exciting changes to the Center for Law Health & Society, including several new programs: a newly approved LL.M. and post-J.D. cer tificate program, a new study abroad program with a spring trip to the University for Peace in Costa Rica, and a new offsite disability clinic with our community partner, Atlanta Legal Aid Society. We are also debuting the first of our online courses. We have seen our colleague, Emily Suski, off to a new position and welcomed our new colleagues, Jimmy Mitchell and Roxanne Greeson. We have also celebrated the many achievements of our faculty and students, some of which are highlighted in this edition of the newsletter. We look forward to seeing the impact of these new endeavors within our vibrant center.
Best wishes, The Center for Law, Health & Society now offers a new master of laws and a post-juris doctorate certificate in health law. These programs, approved this summer by the Georgia University System's Board of Regents, build on the center's successful and popular health law certificate for J.D. students.
"Health law touches so many different fields and careers," said Stacie Kershner (J.D. '08), center associate director. "I receive many calls from our graduates and other attorneys interested in learning more about health law. We want to meet these needs, and our ability to offer both full-time and part-time options makes us uniquely capable of doing so."
The center already has a small number of students who have entered through the general LL.M. program, which was launched in the 2015-16 academic year. Although primarily directed at foreign-trained lawyers who may sit for the Georgia bar after earning their degree, the program also offers tracks in health law, intellectual property law and environmental law. "That students have sought us out before even marketing our program is a testament both to students' interest in health law and Georgia State law's excellent reputation in this area," Kershner said. "We are looking forward to expanding these program now that we have approval."
In addition to the LL.M. and post-J.D. certificate, the center is developing an online master of jurisprudence for non-lawyer health practitioners. Making health law classes accessible to a broader set of students, many of whom may be working, as the center expands its degree options was the impetus for developing the online course. Asynchronous online courses, when done well, provide the kind of flexibility necessary to reach these students. Georgia State's Center for Excellence in Teaching and Learning (CETL) provided essential guidance on best practices for teaching online through regular consultation and their online courses. When complete, the online courses will match the quality interactions and individual student feedback for which Georgia State's health law program is known.
Instructional designer Roxanne
Greeson, who previously worked with CETL, has joined the center to support the development of this and other online courses. "Roxanne's expertise in learning theory and the technology has been invaluable in translating my course into an online format," Wolf said.
The center plans to use the model developed by Wolf and Greeson to translate other courses into an online format. The 25-plus students enrolled in this fall's class will help refine and shape future online classes at the college.
First Online Course in Health Law Offered
The health law program at Georgia State Law is ranked in the top 10 in the nation by U.S. News & World Report for the 10th consecutive year.
TOP 10
Georgia State Law students soon will have a new international experiential learning opportunity. Professor Jonathan Todres has developed a course, Global Perspectives on Children and the Law, which will include a one-week study abroad component. The course explores how law and policy can advance children's rights and well-being globally.
Each year the course will focus on different issues impor tant to children's rights beginning with migration and education for marginalized children and adolescents. The Spring 2017 study abroad program will be in San Jose, Costa Rica, in par tnership with University for Peace through its Centre for Executive Education.
UPEACE is a United Nations-mandated university that promotes world peace and progress through education and research. "This course will offer a unique setting for students to enrich their understanding of how children's rights law is implement in practice," Todres said. "By combining UPEACE's exper tise in human rights and social innovation with field visits to affected communities, meetings with other stakeholders and class discussion, we hope to foster oppor tunities for students to think creatively about how to effectively address challenges to the rights and well-being of children."
As immigration, migration, and education are also significant issues in the United States, this program will provide students an opportunity to learn about Costa Rica's experience and bring the lessons they learn through the study abroad back to the United States.
The course is limited to 10 law and graduate students. Par ticipating students will write a paper on a relevant topic. Students interested in extending their stay in Costa Rica will be able to tour a volcano and national park. "Sylvia is a role model for many, and truly exemplifies Georgia State's commitment to fostering civic and community engagement," said Scott. "She has dedicated most of her professional life to improving the health and well-being of some of our most vulnerable communities and has been actively and continuously engaged in addressing them for many years."
This includes her mentoring of students from different disciplines, who participate in HeLP and the HeLP Legal Services Clinic, her Health Legislation and Advocacy course that pairs students with community partners, and her service in numerous organizations that promote access to health care, community education and health improvement.
"Truly, it is a privilege to receive this recognition from the school that has given me so much -the education, training, and encouragement necessary to expand my horizons and the platform upon which to contribute to the betterment of our community," said Caley. "Charity Scott, along with Sylvia Caley, was the driving force in the creation of the HeLP project," said Steve Gottlieb, executive director of Atlanta Legal Aid Society. "The word I always use to describe Charity is relentless, because she would not give up on her belief that patients in hospitals, especially children, needed a collaboration between lawyers and doctors to address the social and economic determinants of their health." "Happily, being 'relentless' over the years paid off when we finally and formally entered into our community partnership in 2004, " Scott said.
Since its founding, HeLP has expanded within Atlanta and has become a national model for medical-legal partnerships. HeLP's success is founded on the strengths of its leaders and partners and has succeeded due to the efforts of faculty, students, volunteers and countless supporters in our community, Scott said.
In addition to the award, HeLP members set up the Charity Scott Summer Law Student Scholarship, which will provide a stipend to students who work full time for 10 weeks during the summer at the HeLP office, Caley said. "My goal is to foster an educational environment in which students explore the meaning and application of law, ethics, and professional identity in real situations, thus preparing them for their future as professionals," she said.
Bliss became a clinical professor in 2006 and co-launched the HeLP Legal Services Clinic. Soon after, she took on the responsibility of broadening Georgia State Law's focus and commitment to greater integration of clinical education into its curriculum. In 2014, she became director of experiential education and has executed a strategic agenda to further enhance experiential education and the development of interactive teaching. Bliss says it's important for law professors to be active in service across the globe because when combined with research, the experience can "deepen one's knowledge and inform one's scholarship."
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From doctors to historians, philosophers to engineers, the Johns Hopkins Society of Scholars comprises more than 600 of the most influential and pioneering minds in the world. But since its founding in 1969, the society has not included a single lawyer among its illustrious ranks-until now. Novak argues that, during this period, the nation underwent a "Second American Revolution," in which progressive reformers worked to expand the right to vote, limit the role of money in politics, fund public education, promote public health, and regulate the economy. A desire to make American politics and culture more democratic guided these efforts and set the stage for the better known reforms of the New Deal.
"Professor Novak's research reveals that many of the basic regulatory issues that we struggle with today -money in politics, immigration, educational standards -have a long history that dates to the 19th century," said Timothy Lytton, Distinguished University Professor and Professor of Law, who organized the event at Georgia State Law. "Novak's careful historical study of these issues can help us better understand our own regulatory policy challenges today."
The conference brought together scholars in the field to discuss the book's thesis and to offer feedback at a stage when changes to the manuscript still can be made. Participants, a mix of historians, political scientists, and administrative law scholars, came from Har vard University, Yale University, Columbia University, Georgetown University, University of Berkeley, Duke University, University of Pennsylvania, University of Texas, University of Georgia and Georgia State University.
"Reviewing Professor Novak's manuscript as a prelude to publication was a premier opportunity to watch scholarship in process, " said Paul Lombardo, Bobby Lee Cook Professor of Law. "It let Georgia State faculty members at the law school and the history department participate in interdisciplinarity at the highest level, along with some of the finest scholars in the country." One of the most popular health law events, the series is open to all students at the College of Law as well as members of the health law community. The series features clips from movies and television and discussion on a wide range of topics in bioethics guided by health law faculty and guest speakers. Past years have addressed themes such as vaccination, human cloning, genetic enhancement, surrogacy and medical tourism.
Professors Jonathan Todres and Emily Suski kicked off the series with Mean Girls: A Case Study on Childhood Bullying. The movie takes a humorous but realistic look at the bullying in American high schools and students' navigation of social groups and cliques. Todres and Suski discussed the indicia of bullying, its effects on victims, such as isolation, reduced academic success, poor physical and mental health and suicide, and possible opportunities for prevention, including state anti-bullying statutes. Valentine, a native of Haiti, was a primary-care physician practicing in the Caribbean, first in Jamaica and then Turks and Caicos Islands, before becoming a Georgia resident and a Georgia State University student. She graduated in May after having studied concurrently at the College of Law and Robinson College of Business, completing a master of science in health administration in addition to her law degree.
The CDC position will allow her to pursue her dual passions for health care and the law. Having been a doctor in countries like Jamaica, where medical care is government subsidized, she realizes that strategic policies and laws are necessary for a health care system to function properly. She wants to be a par t of making the process work.
"Not only do I understand the legal aspect of the health care system, I also understand its clinical aspect," she said. 
